
STRATHKINNESS COMMUNITY COUNCIL.
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on Wed. 14th October, 2020 at 7.30pm on line Zoom.
Present: Mrs.L.Walker[Chair],P.Blake-Johnston, L.Meyer & J.Houston. Messrs.R.Baxter, I.Duncan & M. McLaren,  Fife
Councillors-JA Liston, B. Thomson & D. Nolan.
Apologies: S. Crumplin, K. Topping, A. Oxley and Fife Cllr. A.Verner
Chair’s Report-. “Welcome members to our very belated AGM. Our first on Zoom and I’m sure we’re all grateful to be able
to meet again after 7 difficult months. Firstly I would like to thank Iain, our Secretary, for all his hard work over the past 18
months and to Jane , our Treasurer, for keeping our finances in order. To all the Community Councillors, without whom we
would not have a Community Council, thank you for all your time and help. Last but not least, to our Fife Councillors, Jane
Ann Liston, Dominic Nolan, Brian Thomson and Ann Verner, many thanks for your attendance, help and advice in so many
ways. These past 18 months have seen many challenges for us all, some, such as Covid, more recent, others, more long
term, we shall be discussing as our meeting progresses. In 2019 the village was successful in winning , for the 7th
consecutive year a Beautiful Fife Gold Award  Thanks are due to the Community Trust for all their efforts on behalf of the
community. The floral displays, apple days and activities at the Community Garden had been very successful and much
appreciated. We now have the Speedwatch project up and running, and it will be ready to operate when the Covid
restrictions are eventually lifted. We now have a direct bus service to Dundee. The road repairs opposite Kincaple Farm
have, at long last, been completed. We still await news of the proposed Springfield Homes development at Bonfield. We
shall continue to press for the establishment of a cycle /footpath on the High Road. Congratulations to the Park
Fundraising Committee, who have continued fundraising very successfully throughout the lockdown and the summer.
 Covid restrictions continue to create challenges for us all, and cause many projects to be put on hold. Hopefully things will
slowly return to what my family call the “new norm” and we can continue with previous plans and look forward to making
new ones. Thank you all once again for the time and effort you all put into Strathkinness Community Council. “
Treasurer’s Report:- Mrs. Houston had prepared the annual accounts to period end 31st March 2020. These had been
audited by Mrs. Maureen Scott, and showed a bank balance of £983.02. Mrs.Houston thanked Mrs. Scott for her
assistance in auditing the accounts. Adoption of the accounts was proposed by I. Duncan and seconded by L.Meyer.
Election of officials:- The Secretary proposed that as the current officials were prepared to remain in office he proposed
that they be re- elected en bloc. Seconded by L.Walker. There were no counter proposals. The officials for the next 12
months are:-
Chair:- L. Walker.
Vice Chair:- R.Baxter.
Secretary:- I. Duncan.
Treasurer:- J.Houston
Minutes of meeting of 13.3.20. :- Approved by J. Houston seconded by L. Meyer..
Matters arising:-
Village Notice Board:- Mrs. Walker reported that she had received a revised quotation of £1196 from D.Wilson.
Blacksmiths, for the provision, and erection, of a new notice board. Mrs. Houston was currently exploring sources of
funding for the project. Councillor Liston suggested that St.Andrews Community Trust might be worth approaching.
Community Council Boundaries:- The Secretary confirmed that Fife Council had been advised that the Community Council
had no objections to the changes to the boundaries adjacent to the St.Andrews West Development and the area between
Younger Gardens and the Craigtoun Road at Balone.  Despite efforts to arrange a meeting, there had been no direct
discussions on the matter with St.Andrews Community Council.
High Road Cycle/Footpath:- Mrs. Walker introduced villager Bob Bilson, who had joined the meeting, During the early
period of the Covid lockdown he had carried out an online survey to ascertain support from the community in respect of
the provision of a safer pedestrian/cycle route on the High Road into St.Andrews. He had received over 90 responses.
Some of the suggestions put forward included, closing the route to all motor vehicles except for residents access. Make
the route one way from St.Andrews and create a relatively low cost route similar to the one recently constructed between
 Ceres and Hill of Tarvit. Mrs. Walker and Messrs. Baxter and Duncan highlighted the fact that this project had been on the
agenda of the Community Council for more than 20 years. Mr. Baxter had attended a meeting at  Fife Council in Feb. 2008
and was advised that such a project was  purely aspirational. The project had at one stage even reached the Fife Council
3 year budgetary stage. In July 2008 former Fife Councillor Frances Melville advised the Community Council that a price
of £7500 per 100 metres had been quoted by the Roads Dept. A constant lack of funding meant that the project has been
pushed back time and again. In 2018, in conjunction with Sustrans, Fife Council prepared a feasibility study for a route on
the north side of the Road. The estimated cost of the project was £915.000. Sustrans was in a position to offer a matched
funding arrangement with Fife Council. Unfortunately Fife Council was not in a financial position to support the project and
it is now in abeyance.  The Community Council was not in agreement with the proposal to place the route on the north
side of the High Road. The major landowner involved, Messrs. McLaren, were not in favour of that option either. The
Community Council was also opposed to closing the High Road as this would only lead to an increase in traffic using the
route through Main Street. It was agreed that the Community Council should continue the dialogue with interested parties
and report back to the elected Councillors.
Standing Items:
Police Report:-  The Secretary advised that regular reports had been circulated from the Community Police Team. The
only item for concern would appear to be the 3 vehicle serious accident at the Lower Cross roads several weeks ago. It
was agreed that, as the accident reporting system between the Police and Fife Council does not record all incidents, the
Community Council will report any accident to the elected Councillors. This will build a more accurate reflection of the risk
factors at the junction. Mrs. Walker was to enquire if the “ Pop up Bob” and “Pop up Bairns” project could revisit the village.
Planning Applications:- No major applications had been received during the lockdown period. No objections had been
noted for the minor application submitted. No progress has been reported on the Springfield Homes development at
Bonfield.
 Village Infrastructure.:- Mrs. Walker outlined her concerns at the serious flooding that occurred in Bonfield Road during
the heavy rainstorm on 3rd October. Bonfield Road became a raging torrent, with existing drains unable to cope,
householders had to dig emergency run offs to escape flooding. It confirms local residents fears that the infrastructure will
not cope with the increased surface water from the proposed new housing development. It was noted that there had been
no action on the proposed double yellow lines at the junction of Sunnyside and Main Street.
Traffic and Transportation:- Parking in the vicinity of the Village School continues to be a problem. This will be taken up
with the Community Police team.
AOCB.   
Remembrance Day:- Mrs. Walker confirmed that she would attend the wreath laying ceremony on behalf of the
Community Council. . Fife Councillor Thomson intimated that he would be laying a wreath on behalf of Fife Council.
 Dog-fouling:- Councillors expressed their disappointment that the incidence of dog fouling continues blight the
community.
Condolences:-.Mrs. Walker intimated the condolences of the Community Council to the friends and families of the
villagers, who had passed away during the last few months, Bill and Eileen Brown, Yve Stuart,  Brian Steele and Andrew
Whyte.
Fly tipping:- The Secretary noted that there had been several incidents of fly-tipping during the last 6 months. One at
Headon’s Road at Bonfield and at least 3 incidents at the Car Park at Bishop’s Wood. The last incident was particularly
offensive, with the contents of a camper van toilet cartridge being dumped in the Car Park. These incidents were all
reported to the Fife Council Fly Tipping website. The Community Trust are investigating the possibility of erecting a height
restriction barrier at the Car Park.
Kincaple Noticeboard:- The Secretary reported that he is obtaining a quotation for the repair and reinstatement of the
noticeboard.
Community Facebook:- Mrs. Walker intimated that the demise of the Village newsletter had been a blow to village
communications.  No one had come forward to take on the task of producing the newsletter. The Community Facebook
page had proved to be very successful with membership rising to over 500 in the past few months and she thanked Ken
Topping for his efforts to create and manage the facility. It was noted that the Community Council web page was seriously
out of date. Pauline Blake-Johnston and Liz Meyer kindly volunteered to see what could be done to revitalise and update
the web page.

Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 11th November 2020 at 7.30pm on- line Zoom..


